This is a potentially useful little book for anyone considering buying a handheld computer, personal digital assistant or smartphone. At £12.95 it is expensive for a pocket sized book of less than 80 pages with rather poor quality black and white illustrations and images. The book covers all that you would need to know in deciding which hardware best suits your needs, but could perhaps explore this important area in a little more detail in a single chapter -- the information is scattered throughout the book.

The book may be valuable to those who have bought, but are unsure how to get the best out of their handheld. It certainly does illustrate how to use the common features of these devices -- but then so does the manual that comes with the device! It does illustrate with short vignettes how this applies to medicine. For those who already use these devices, the first 6 chapters will probably add little knowledge, but will give the occasional gem. This is always a difficulty with this sort of book. Do you aim at the absolute beginner, the intermediate user or the serious enthusiasts, or can you cater for all three? The final chapters on extra software, medical references, security and databases provide basic introductions to these topics, but "power users" will want to research these topics in more depth after reading the book.

If you already own Handheld Computers for Doctors by the same author, this book will add very little that is new and that you cannot easily find using Google. It is worth a look, but I would advise browsing through the book before buying it, to see if it meets your needs.
